
 
Myerstown Borough Council Committee Meeting 

 Wednesday, August 25, 2021, 6:30 p.m. 
 
A meeting of the Myerstown Borough Council Committees was held on Wednesday, August 25, 2021, at 6:30 p.m. 
in the Auditorium of the Myerstown Community Center, President Bryan L. Rittle being in the Chair and the 
Secretary being present. 
 
Present were: President Bryan L. Rittle, Vice-President Park W. Haverstick, II, President Pro Tem Dana Reich 
Councilmembers Ronald L. Ream, Stacey A. Hackman, and Dane W. Bicher, Mayor Gloria R. Ebling, Code 
Enforcement Officer John C. Neely, Solicitor Amy B. Leonard, Deputy Secretary Lisa A. Brubaker, Assistant 
Manager Barry A. Ludwig , and Manager Michael R. McKenna. Absent was: Councilmember Jeffrey L. Thomas. 
 
The President opened the meeting at 6:31 p.m. and the Pledge of Allegiance was recited by all. 
 
Brian Bitler from Mission Church stated the church has a food pick up here at the building twice a month. It is 
available to anyone who is in need. Please contact them if you know anyone who is in need or for more 
information.  

Public Safety 

Manager Michael R. McKenna gave a presentation on the Residential Rental License and Inspection Program 
and Ordinance.  President Bryan L. Rittle opened the floor for public comment on the matter.  

Simone Grill - 213 W. Grant Avenue, Myerstown – stated that this ordinance is not necessary because the current 
codes on the books allow the Borough to inspect properties and enforce property maintenance issues.  He 
believes the Borough can solve the property maintenance issues with the ordinances they already have.   He 
expressed concern about the requests for tenant personal information, and the requirement to pay attorney’s 
fees if property owners are taken to court. 

Rebecca Brossman – 702 S. Railroad Street – stated this is a violation of her tenants’ privacy.  She expressed 
concern that if her tenants do not allow the inspector in, she would lose her license and receive fines.  Solicitor 
Leonard stated that the Ordinance indicates one of the responsibilities of the property owner is to make their 
tenants aware of the provisions of the Ordinance and its requirements.  Tenants should be given a copy of the 
Ordinance and a copy of the requirements and responsibilities which will help tenants to understand that rental 
properties in the Borough are subject to inspections.  
 
Solicitor Leonard stated the International Property Maintenance Code is currently a law in the Borough.  
However, it does not address if the basic health safety elements are met in every residential rental unit. 
 
Vice President Haverstick stated that if property owners want to be landlords, they have an obligation to provide 
safe and sanitary housing for their tenants.  The Borough cannot ensure that rental housing is safe and sanitary 
by looking at the outside.  Inspections are necessary to determine this.  He states that no tenant deserves to live 
in a residential unit that is not fit for occupancy.   

Troy Herzer – 240 E. Main Avenue – 324 S. College Street – stated that  he reviewed programs in other 
municipalities.  He is not in favor of this program.  He believes it is unnecessary because he takes care of his 
properties.  He also feels it is an invasion of privacy.  

Bruce Hardy – 206 W. Main Avenue – asked if there is anything that limits what a municipality can do.  Vice 
President Haverstick stated the International Property Maintenance Code is what the Borough has adopted.  

Doug Bahney – 43 W. Main Avenue – asked what the purpose of this meeting is.  He wanted to know if Council 
was looking to revise and improve the draft ordinance, or if it would be passed as currently written.  He states 
that he believes this ordinance is unnecessary and that the Borough has ordinances in place to accomplish what 
is needed to improve property maintenance issues.  He states that any time he has received code enforcement 
letters that he has taken care of the issues.  Vice President Haverstick stated  that the purpose of the meeting is  
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to answer questions about the draft ordinance and hear comments and concerns from landlords before it is 
adopted.  Doug Bahney expressed concern that the ordinance will require him to rewrite his leases to add things 
like providing for trash services.  This will increase the amount of paperwork he must do.  He is not in favor of 
this ordinance.  Councilmember Reich acknowledged that there are a lot of obligations placed upon landlords by 
the state, but that not all landlords provide safe housing to their tenants.  Mr. Bahney stated that he applauds 
Council for trying to make things safer, but this ordinance is more cumbersome than it needs to be.  

Jody Ream – 319 W. Main Avenue –  thanked the Council for opening the meeting with pledging allegiance to the 
flag and respecting our freedoms.  She feels this ordinance will make Myerstown very exclusive and not inclusive 
to people.  She stated that she is very proud to be a property owner, and believes everyone has the right to live in 
the area.  She respects that Council has good intentions with this ordinance but feels that if the current 
ordinances were better enforced, we would not need this ordinance.  She stated that there are some homeowners 
doing more harm than rental property owners, and that people have to be accountable for their actions whether 
they are owners or renters.  She believes we need laws, but when we invade, take away, and exclude, that is where 
people feel their freedoms are violated.  She stated that landlords do provide good places for people to live.  She 
thanked Council for their time.      

Mark Myer – 352 W. Main Avenue – stated he spoke to his tenants and their concern was over providing their 
personal information to the local government.  He expressed concern that if his tenants do not provide this 
information, he will lose his license.  His tenants are concerned they are being singled out.   

Solicitor Leonard reviewed and explained the exemptions to the licensing requirements. 

John Kline – 200 Krall Road, Myerstown & On-Fire Ministries – stated more paperwork and expense on the 
landlords will not correct the property maintenance issues.  He stated that the town has a lot of good things 
going on, but this is not a good thing, and the current codes should be better implemented where needed.   

Lester Gettle – Millcreek Township – expressed concern about the requirements for wired smoke detectors in the 
draft inspection checklist.  Vice President Haverstick stated that the checklist should not require wired smoke 
detectors, and that the checklist would be reviewed before being formally implemented.  He thanked Mr. Gettle 
for pointing that out.  

Keith Fox – 807 S. Railroad Street – stated he that when he was on Borough Council the thoughts were about 
trying to keep property values up.  He asked what a renter should do if one side of a duplex is a homeowner and 
the other side is the rental, but the homeowner doesn’t take care of their property.  He stated that no one is going 
into the homeowner’s home to make the owner clean up their messes.  He believes the Borough has been reactive 
not proactive.  He brough up issues with trash collection and stated that the Borough needs to enforce the 
ordinances we already have.  

Bruce Zechman – 401 S. Railroad Street – stated he was disappointed when he received the notice for this 
meeting.  He feels the Borough already has the ordinances in place to improve property maintenance issues.  He 
said he doesn’t understand why rentals are being singled out when there are homes that property owners have 
that are in worse shape and are not being regulated.  He had a question about the process for code violations, and 
Code Enforcement Officer Neely explained that process for violations. 
 
Roy Gettle – Stricklerstown – he would like to know how this ordinance is not discrimination.  He asked why 
rental properties should be inspected but private homeowners’ properties should not.  Councilmember Reich 
stated that when a person owns their home, they are not responsible for anyone else, but when you are a 
landlord, you are responsible for providing a safe place for another person to live.  
 
Solicitor Leonard stated that Council is enacting this ordinance to set certain minimum safety and sanitation 
standards in residential rental units.  In an owner-occupied property, the owner can choose how they live  
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because it is their personal property, not a commercial profit-making enterprise.  When a residential property is 
rented to a tenant, there are certain minimum standards that all landlords must meet to ensure the tenants, who 
pay rent, have some expectation that the property is compliant with property maintenance codes.   

Terry Lerch – 365 Long Road – stated that he owns over 100 rental properties, and currently, because of Covid, he 
cannot evict tenants.  He asked how Council can impose this program on rental properties but not on 
homeowners, and that it is discrimination.  He stated that landlords take care of their properties even better 
than homeowners, and everyone should be held accountable.  

Jerry Lardon – 2 Meadow Lane, Myerstown – discussed trash services. He respects Council, but feels they are 
missing the boat on this ordinance and should review the draft so it makes sense.  

Grace Gettle – Millcreek Township - stated she came to this country 35 years ago because it is a free and fair 
country.  She stated that this country is for the people, of the people, by the people.  She said not to pick on 
landlords and to be fair to them.  She is disappointed with this ordinance.  She stated that if the ordinance is put 
in place then all units should be inspected with no exemptions so it is fair.   

Charles Kline – 6 W. Main Avenue –  asked what happens if violation letters are ignored.  Solicitor Leonard 
explained the process for code violations and citations.   She explained that the District Justice cannot impose 
compliance, they can only impose fines.  She explained that the only way a municipality can force compliance is 
to file a civil action with the court of common pleas and request an order of compliance.  Mr. Kline stated he 
would not want to sit in Council’s seat, and he appreciates each and everyone of them.  He stands with Council to 
clean up anything we can in the community, but this ordinance feels very cumbersome.     

Gary Laucks – 26 & 30 W. Main Avenue – stated that as a business owner, he supports this town and always 
donates to the local organizations.  He asked Council to say no to this ordinance because it is not going to help 
the community.  Property owners have more and more expenses like the stormwater fee that take away from 
putting money into improving their property.  He explained that for the older properties, it will be very hard to 
bring them up to code with the items on the checklist. 

Solicitor Leonard explained the process for adopting an Ordinance, including the advertising requirements.  She 
stated the Borough Manager gave a timeframe in his presentation, but that Council can change that timeframe.  
She explained that the Ordinance has not yet been advertised for adoption, and it is still in draft form.  She stated 
that Council will consider the input they received at this meeting, and will keep the public apprised of the 
adoption process through the borough’s website and any legal advertising in the paper.  She explained that the 
final draft of the ordinance with any and all changes will be made available before it is adopted, and that there 
will be a public hearing when that happens.  She noted that the public is always welcome to come and give input 
on ordinances proposed for adoption.    

Dave Yingst – 121 S. Fort Zellers Road, Newmanstown – discussed the checklist for inspections.  He stated that 
older buildings will not be able to meet some of the requirements on the checklist.  He does not have a problem 
with providing information on his tenants, but the inspection checklist is his concern.  

President Rittle ended this portion of the meeting and thanked those in attendance for coming.  

Council recessed the regular meeting at 8:53 p.m. to move to the Council Room to finish the rest of the business 
before them.  

Council reconvening the regular session in the Council Room at 9:13 p.m. 
 
Dane W. Bicher motioned, and Stacey A. Hackman seconded, to approve the minutes of the meetings held on 
July 28, 2021.  Motion unanimously carried.    



 
Myerstown Borough Council Committee Meeting 

 Wednesday, August 25, 2021, 6:30 p.m. 
 
Wade Salem – 122 W. Washington Avenue – stated that Council did a great job in the meeting.  He came as a 
resident and came with his own opinions on the residential rental program.  He stated that he walks around 
town and sees nice properties and sees run down properties.  He said he would appreciate if Council took what 
was said tonight to heart because the landlords changed his opinion.  He was originally in favor of this ordinance 
but now he doesn’t know if he is anymore.  He believes run down properties in town need to be addressed.  He 
said he can see both sides of this issue.  He said he is sure the landlords in the meeting were the good property 
owners and the ones with no property maintenance issues.   
 
Vice President Haverstick stated he spoke to several of the landlords during the recess.  The ones he spoke to 
were generally okay with the registration and inspection requirements, but were concerned with the items on 
the inspection checklist.  They understand what Council is trying to do. 
 
Mr. Salem stated that if it were between enacting this ordinance and bringing in police services, he would like to 
see police services first.  That is most needed for the community right now. 
 
Finance & Administration 

Council reviewed a facilities rental request from the Girl Scouts to use a room in the Community Center. 
Manager McKenna took several members upstairs to look at the area and room.  They could continue to use the 
room until there is a rental request.  Ronald L. Ream motioned, and Stacey A. Hackman seconded, to approve the 
Facility Use Request with the stipulation until a rental request is received for the room.  Motion unanimously 
carried.  

Public Works & Utilities 

Council reviewed proposed signage for the Community Center parking lot.  

The Keystone Hook & Ladder Company is requesting the Borough waive the permit fee for the installation of 100 
feet of curb at their property at 25 S. Railroad Street.  Councilmember Ream explained the project.  Dana Reich 
motioned, and Stacey A. Hackman seconded, to waive the permit and inspection fee for the Keystone Hook & 
Ladder Company curb project.  Motion unanimously carried.  

Assistant Manager Ludwig provided an update on flood mitigation efforts at the wastewater treatment facility. 
He is looking for general direction from Council on how to proceed.  He wants to know if he should go for a bare 
minimum project or a more comprehensive project to address more concerns.  He will provide a scope of services 
for Council and then to the partners.  The Sewer Advisory Committee meeting is in October. 

Assistant Manager Ludwig provided an update on the centrifuge repairs at the wastewater treatment facility.  He 
reported the seal keeps leaking.  He is working with a service manager.  

Roadway line painting was discussed.  

Manager McKenna informed Council there are issues with the borough office HVAC split units again.  Some of 
the units are not working.  A quote was received from Martin’s to replace the outdoor unit and three cassettes.  
The quote is for approximately $12,000.00.  Manager McKenna stated that in the past, Council has discussed 
replacing the system due to the high maintenance costs.  Assistant Manager Ludwig stated he is not asking for 
action on the quote, but he needs to get it fixed for the offices that are affected.  Council said to get it fixed and 
they will discuss replacement during budget discussions.      
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Other Business 

Property Maintenance issues were discussed.  Manager McKenna stated he will pass them to the Code 
Enforcement Officer John Neely.  
 
The Chair asked if there were any additional comments for the good of the Borough.  Seeing none, he asked for a 
motion to adjourn.   
 
Ronald L. Ream motioned, and Stacey A. Hackman seconded, to adjourn the meeting. Motion unanimously 
carried.  
 
The meeting was adjourned at 10:28 p.m. 
 
Respectfully Submitted,  
 
 
 
Lisa A. Brubaker, 
Deputy Secretary 


